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INTRODUCTION (ENDING)

I am going to approach this sermon a little differently today. I am going to begin with the end and proceed to the beginning. Verses 14-15 describe the terrible fate of the Babylonians who have angered God. They shall be as stubble, fit only to be burned. They will find no salvation, no deliverance from the fire. The people that deceived them will continue on in their error-filled ways, but they cannot deliver them. The judgment of God will be final, without mercy. Now, let us see how things came to this horrible conclusion.
I.
WHAT GOD FORETOLD WAS WHAT HE DID—v. 11.
1.
Disaster will come—no way to conjure it away since the source is unknown.
2.
Calamity will fall—that cannot be taken away by paying a ransom.

3.
Catastrophe will suddenly come—without any warning or remedy.
This is a three-fold warning from God, a warning that by its three-fold nature is very severe. It was a warning that went unheeded by the listeners. When it occurred, it would be without remedy since no conjuror would be able to offset the event by his spells or magic. No amount of money will be able to buy relief or escape.
II.
WHAT MADE GOD SO ANGRY?—vv. 6-10.
1. Their attitude toward others angered God—merciless (v. 6), proud (v. 8).

2. Their attitude toward themselves angered God—self-confidence in their security (v. 8), in their wicked ways (v. 10).
3. Their attitude toward God Himself angered God—God does not see their actions; they think they are self-sufficient in their wisdom and knowledge (v. 10).
God hates and rejects those who are merciless, proud, self-confident, and place their trust in something other than Him. Such people think no one sees what they are doing. God becomes increasingly angry as He watches people living their lives as if He did not exist. Beloved, God must be worshipped and praised by His creation!
III.
WHAT GOT THE PEOPLE IN SUCH A CONDITION?—vv. 12-13.

1. They trusted in their own magic spells and sorceries (v. 12).

2. They trusted the counsel of men (v. 13).
3. They trusted in star-gazers (astrologers) and their monthly predictions (v. 13).

They based their lives, their actions, upon the words of such foolish counsel. They expected to profit or prevail according to such guidance. They thought these guides could save them from all trouble. They sought to live their lives without God. Could it be that they were so unsure of God that they did not trust God with their future?
CONCLUSION (BEGINNING)


The disaster that came upon the Babylonians began with horoscopes, astrologers, and sorcery. They sought knowledge and wisdom about their future by consulting with men rather than God. The Psalmist says, “The wicked return to the grave, all the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17). Forgetting God is the greatest mistake we can make! Could we make the same mistake the Babylonians made? Surprisingly, I read not long ago that a large majority of young people under 25 here in Korea regularly consult fortune tellers. Will they also forget God? Will they take Korea down the same road to destruction?

Now, I want us to consider how the Babylonians could have avoided this disaster—indeed, how we can avoid this same fate. There is one remedy, one alternative that would have saved them. The answer is in verse 4: “Our Redeemer—the Lord Almighty.” If you know the Redeemer and make Him your Lord, your future is certain. Your future is secure. You have the Lord of Heaven living within you, and the Holy Spirit becomes your daily Guide. You only need the Word of God, not the words of man. 
